
Club Update-March 1, 2020

Hello all!

Lake Erie did not freeze over this year (yet) so now those of us in NE Ohio 
are getting Lake Effect Snow. Our immediate weather has been not too 
bad, little or no ice...

Please check out the attached open letter from CAPS VP Dan Kane, well 
said Dan!

An updted flyer from Lake County Model Flyers Association is attached, 
please note the new contact phone number.

Please join CAPS, support our regional races! Membership form follows.

Some confusing information is going around regarding the Weak Signals 
R/C Expo (Toledo). From Rick Lederman, Expo Co-Director, and I 
paraphrase:

Last year the committee signed 5 years worth of contracts with the 
SeaGate Center for our Expo. This year will be the 66th Expo.

From what Rick wrote, it looks like Toledo will be around for some 
time unless something unforseen happens.

Pylon Racing School (PRS) news: We ae putting together short lectures 
(and flying sessions) aimed at introduction to new pilots and offering tips 
to current racers. I will have available a realtime ground speed (GPS 
based) telemetry system that looks to be easily deployed on just about any 
of our high wing race planes and possibly EF-1 aircraft. The goal is to 
build data about the current airframes and power systems we use and how 
fast in general our hobby/sport is. This information will be made available 
to anyone who is iterested.



2020 Race Calendar

Date Event Where Classes CD

April 24,25,26 Pylon Racing 
School

Muncie-AMA IAC site 3 All welcome Tom Melsheimer 440.488.4743

May 15, 16, 
17

CAPS Indy 
Shootout

Muncie-AMA IAC site 3 EF1, 424, 
426,Q40

Tom Melsheimer 440.488.4743

June 6,7 GCRCC Moonshot GCRCC site Cincinnati EF1, 424, 
426,Q40

Tom Scott 513.604.6464

June 27, 28 LCMFA Baldwin MI Muni Airport EF1, 424, 
426,Q40

macmcclellan@micomcable.com

July 12 to 17 AMA Pylon NATS Muncie-AMA IAC site 3 EF1, 424, 
426,Q40

https://www.modelaircraft.org/iac-
calendar

August 14, 15, 
16

CAPS Martin 
Classic

Muncie-AMA IAC site 3 EF1, 424, 
426,Q40

Tom Melsheimer 440.488.4743

Go to http://www.capsracing.com/ and pre-register!

Join CAPS now, support Pylon Racing!
Membership form attached

Tom Melsheimer-CAPS President
440.488.4743   tommelsh@gmail.com



An open letter to the Pylon Racers in the Midwest.

I was asked to pen a letter addressing why it is important to support local clubs like CAPS. 
Far too many times we live in our own little bubble and are so focused on our own hobby, 
family and household we use the racing venues as a release or time to take us away from the 
daily grind.  However, more often than not it is more work and takes more effort to compete 
on the weekends then to actually go to our real job.  Maybe not in the physical sense but 
definitely along the lines of the mental strain leading up to and over the course of a 
competition weekend.   I feel like most of you know exactly what I am talking about.  With this 
in mind now think about, finding workers, securing a venue, working out food, dealing with 
gathering trophies, developing a working schedule, figuring out a matrix, collecting money, 
making sure you have props and fuel, charging batteries for the judgeman system, making 
sure you have a printer that works, making sure you have lane stickers, setting up the course 
and tearing down the course, being social, and all the while trying to compete.  Who does 
this?  More often than not it is not you.  Why?  Mainly because it is too much.  You can’t 
possibly do it all.  That’s OK.  I get it.  Been there done that, wear the scars proudly for it.  I 
am right there with you, I am not willing to do it.  I can do it, but I chose not to.  Is this selfish? 
Heck yes it is.  I hope to change this, my plan is to help as much as I can this year.  I plan to 
help set up and tear down equipment.  I plan to help in any way the CAPS wants me to.  IF I 
don’t we can’t race and that sucks.  IF that means spending an extra $$ for this or that so be 
it.  DONE, that’s the easy part.  Seriously, when I hear that guys don’t want to spend money 
on dues, it hurts a little inside.  Yes we are not made of money, but, if we don’t support groups 
like CAPS who will make it happen?  My feeling is I pay dues to help offset the out of pocket 
money being spent.  All of these people running CAPS are volunteers.  They do this for us. 
And we say thank you by pissing and moaning about spending $$ for dues or that they are 
making the wrong decisions.  This is the wrong way to handle this.  Personalities and egos 
need to be put aside.  We need to come together as a group and support each other.   The 
best way to do this is to get the CAPS paid membership back to some acceptable level.  This 
let’s everyone know we support the focus and future of pylon racing in the Midwest.   I am 
asking that we stop all the BS, High School drama and get back to what we do best.  IF you 
have an issue let’s discuss it openly.  NO more behind closed doors or behind the back BS. 
We act like children sometimes and that is very visible to outsiders.  Pylon racing is in my 
blood, there isn’t a day that doesn’t go by that I am not thinking about my airplanes and what I 
can do next.  I know many of you think the same way.  If we are to continue, we need to 
support the CAPS.  IF we have open issues let’s get them out in the open and let the 
leadership address them.  I am confident that we are in agreement about what the big picture 
should look like.  It is the small muddy crap in the middle that we don’t see eye to eye on. 
The reality is no matter what, we will find our way through the mud.  We will get to see the big 
picture.  We need your support, and the best way to show your support now is to join CAPS. 
 
I have volunteered to help CAPS this year, for no other reason than to be sounding board.  I 
am here to help.  I am all ears, if you have concerns let me know.  

See you at the races,

Dan Kane, Jr.



2020 CAPS Membership Form

All pilots that have paid their CAPS membership by May 1st, 2020 will be entered into the 
raffle drawings twice.  Those that pay after May 1st will be entered once.  See CAPS race 
flyers for raffle details.

Name:                                                               Phone:                                                                      

Address:                                                                                                                                             

City:                                                                              State:              Zip Code:                               

AMA#                                                  NMPRA#                                                                               

E-Mail Address:                                                                                                                                

AMA Club Name:                                                                                                                              

Annual Membership Dues $25.00

Additional Family Member Dues $5.00 each

Name:                                                                         

Name:                                                                         

Name:                                                                         

Make checks payable to CAPS

Send completed forms with payment to:

CAPS Treasurer
Mike Eden
137Moorefield Place
Scott Depot, WV 25560






